Leoni Township Office
913 Fifth Street
Michigan Center, Michigan 49254
PHONE: (517) 764-4694
Leonitownship.com

ZBA MINUTES April 8, 2024

The Leoni Township Zoning Board of Appeals held a meeting Monday, April 8,
2024, @ 6:00 PM, 913 Fifth Street, Leoni Township Meeting Hall, Michigan
Center, Michigan.

The Meeting was called to order at 6:02 P.M.

Members Present: Vern Beckwith, Keith VVanPoperin, Don Gibson, Rae Fruth, and Debbie Helmlinger
Members absent:

Persons in attendance: 4

Motion by C. Gibson, supported by R. Fruth to approve the April 8 agenda and the March 11
minutes as written.
Motion Carried by Voice Vote

Public Comment:
Opened: 6:07
Closed: 6:07

PUBLIC HEARING:

1. 000-09-33-278-003-00
9 Shady Lane
Kyle Klausner Variance

DISCUSSION:
Mr. Klausner stated that he confirmed that the property is not in a flood zone or a wet land.

Motion by K. VanPoperin, supported by R. Fruth that strict compliance with the standard would
unreasonably prevent the landowner from using the property for a permitted use or would render
conformity necessarily burdensome due to the shape of the property would create an odd triangular
footprint as well as not accommodate previous residential buildings.
5 Ayes: V. Beckwith, K. VanPoperin, R. Fruth, D. Gibson and D. Helmlinger
0 Nays:

Motion Carried

Motion by K. VanPoperin, supported by D. Gibson that the particular request, or a lesser relaxation of
ordinance standard would provide substantial justice to the landowner and neighbors to rebuild with
minor modifications to footprint to allow for sufficient size home for the family.
5 Ayes: V. Beckwith, K. VanPoperin, R. Fruth, D. Gibson and D. Helmlinger
0 Nays:

Motion Carried



Motion by K. VanPoperin, supported by V. Beckwith that the plight is due to unique circumstances of
property and is not shared by neighboring properties in the same zone due to unique triangle shape of
property.
5 Ayes: K. VanPoperin, R. Fruth, V. Beckwith, D Gibson and D. Helmlinger
0 Nays:

Motion Carried

Motion by K. VanPoperin, supported by D. Helmlinger that the problem is not self-created due to the
property was nonconforming and has a unique triangular shape.
5 Ayes: K. VanPoperin, V. Beckwith, D. Helmlinger, D. Gibson and R Fruth
0 Nays:
Motion Carried

2. 000-14-15-104-011-01
485 Jefferson Drive
Douglas Woodring Variance

Public Comment:
Opened: 7:14
Closed: 7:16

DISCUSSION:
Mr. Woodring spoke on his behalf that the family is expanding and the house need to expand to
accommaodate the family.

Motion by K. VanPoperin, supported by V. Beckwith that strict compliance with the standard would
unreasonably prevent the landowner from using the property for a permitted use or would render
conformity necessarily burdensome due to the shape of the property.
5 Ayes: K. VanPoperin, V. Beckwith, R. Fruth, D. Helmlinger and D. Gibson
0 Nays:

Motion Carried

Motion by K. VanPoperin, supported by D. Helmlinger that the particular request, or a lesser relaxation
of ordinance standard would provide substantial justice to the landowner and neighbors.
5 Ayes: K. VanPoperin, V. Beckwith, R. Fruth, D. Helmlinger and D. Gibson
0 Nays:
Motion Carried

Motion by K. VanPoperin, supported by D. Gibson that the plight is due to unique circumstances of
property and is not shared by neighboring properties in the same zone due to the odd shape of the
property.
5 Ayes: K. VanPoperin, V. Beckwith, R. Fruth, D. Helmlinger and D. Gibson
0 Nays:

Motion Carried



Motion by K. VanPoperin, supported by R. Fruth that the problem is not self-created due to the
nonconforming shape of the property.
5 Ayes: K. VanPoperin, V. Beckwith, R. Fruth, D. Helmlinger and D. Gibson
0 Nay:
Motion Carried

Motion by D. Gibson, supported by D. Helmlinger to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 PM
Motion Carried by Voice Vote

Meeting Adjourned: 7:26 PM



