
Leoni Township Office  
913 Fifth Street  

Michigan Center, Michigan 49254  
PHONE: (517) 764-4694  

Leonitownship.com   

ZBA MINUTES March 10, 2025  

The Leoni Township Zoning Board of Appeals held a meeting Monday, March 

10, 2025, @ 6:00 PM, 913 Fifth Street, Leoni Township Meeting Hall, Michigan 

Center, Michigan.  

  

The Meeting was called to order at 6:05 P.M. 
Members Present: Michael Ballance, Keith VanPoperin, Rae Fruth, Bob Eadie and Debbie Helmlinger 

Members absent: Don Gibson and Nora Sharpe-McGee 

Persons in attendance: 7 

 

The minutes were tabled until next meeting because they were missed in the packet. 

 

Motion by K VanPoperin, supported by R. Eadie to move forward with the meeting even 

though the property owner was not present. 

     Motion Carried by Voice Vote 

 

Public Comment: 

Opened: 6:04 

Closed:  6:05 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

1. 000-14-09-353-002-00 

533 Lakeside Dr. 

Bruce Straub Variance  

     

DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Straub was not at the meeting to present his case and the board was convinced that the neighbors were 

present and received notification so Mr. Straub was properly notified and there was not just cause to keep 

them from moving forward with the meeting.  

 

The Board decided to move forward and votes on the 4 criteria that have to be met. 

 

A. Strict compliance with the standard would unreasonably prevent the landowner from using the 

property for a permitted use or would render conformity necessarily burdensome. 

5 Nays: K. VanPoperin, R. Fruth, M. Balance, R. Eadie and D. Helminger 

    Denied 

 

B. The particular request, or a lesser relaxation of ordinance standard, would provide substantial 

justice to the landowner and neighbors; 

5 Nays: M. Balance, K. VanPoperin, R. Fruth, R. Eadie and D. Helmlinger 

    Denied 



C. The plight is due to unique circumstances of property and is not shared by neighboring properties 

in the same zone. 

5 Nays: K. VanPoperin, R. Fruth, M. Balance, R. Eadie and D. Helmlinger 

     Denied 

 

D. The problem is not self-created. 

5 Nays: M. Balance, K. VanPoperin, R. Fruth, R. Eadie and D. Helmlinger 

     Denied 

 

Motion by R. Fruth, supported  by D. Helmlinger to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 PM 

     Motion Carried by Voice Vote 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  6:20 PM 


